8.   Renaissance and Revivalism

The confusion of nationalism with obscurantism
in modern India has often attracted notice. A phenomenon
still more curious is the amalgamation of doctrinaire social-
ism with sectarian communalism of an extreme type. The
demand for social justice forms the basis of all socialist
theories. In India this is abstracted from its own context
and distorted to suit the purpose of vested interests who use
communal passion to serve their own ends* The plea for
communism no longer serves as a cementing bond to knit
together the various sections of the exploited classes.
Through intrusion of extraneous religious considerations,
it becomes instead a guarantee for maintaining the iniquities
of the existing social order.

Renaissance and revivalism are therefore working at
cross purposes in modern India, Traditional moorings
have been destroyed. The former attitude of acceptance
can no longer serve as a basis of India's social life. The
jold security of life has been shattered, With it have gone
the old and familiar ideals of life. The growing interlacing
of world affairs renders all attempts at maintenance of
isolation or equanimity futile. Men with whom we neither
have, nor can have, any personal contact deteraune the
course of our life- Decisions which have nothing to do
with our hopes and demands decide between life and death
for us. It is small wonder that there should be manifestations
of unrest and even indiscipline among all sections of the
people.

Unrest and ferment are therefore characteristic of con-
temporary India. Her ancient people are on the march.
Her ideals have not yet been defined but there are every-
where the stirrings of a new birth. Far-reaching changes
in the Indian scene have taken place throughout the ancient
and the medieval periods. They did not however create